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Cornerstone Center, the first accredited early learning center in the city of St. Louis, was founded in 1969 after 

discovering that a significant number of preschool-aged children were home alone while their parents were 

working.  Our Mission:  To provide quality, comprehensive, and affordable childcare and preschool education 

in a nurturing, creative environment for St. Louis-area families of all economic backgrounds. 

 

MESSAGE FROM JERRY EHRLICH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 
I remember like it was yesterday - sitting in my doctorôs waiting room...filling out forms...and when asked for 

my ageéwriting that number for the first timeé50!  I could only think, ñ50éwow!ò  Well, we have another 

ñ50 wowò moment.  It starts January 1, 2019 when Cornerstone Center celebrates our 50th birthday. 

 

WOW! ï 

50 years of providing quality and affordable child care and pre-kindergarten education 

50 years of serving families of different races and all economic backgrounds 

50 years of educating and nurturing children 

50 years of strengthening families 

50 yearséwhen many early learning centers have come and gone. 

 

So, how did we get to be 50?  The answer, plain and simple, is YOU - caring and generous individuals; a 

caring and generous community.  So, for all your supportéyour generosityéyour trustéyour belief in what 

we do and how we do it, we are forever appreciative and humbled. 

CORNERSTONE ENROLLMENT AND DEMOGRAPHICS (JANUARY 1 ï JULY 31, 2018): 
¶ 169 total children served (approx. 150 children served daily); ages 6 weeks to kindergarten entry 

¶ 39% from working families with annual income of under 

$20,000; 58% under $30,000; 33% over $50,000 

¶ 43% of families pay no tuition per state income 

guidelines; 13% pay $1-$25/week 

¶ 49% African American; 32% Caucasian; 11% Multi-

racial; 6% Hispanic; 2% Other 

¶ 46% in single-parent households 

¶ 84% from St. Louis City; 13% St. Louis County; 1% St. 

Charles; 2% Illinois 

¶ 16% receive developmental therapies on-site and at no additional cost to the families 

¶ 7% in foster care placement 

REACCREDITED!!!: 
Cornerstone Center, the first accredited early learning center in the city of St. Louis and the third in the state 

of Missouri, has earned, as a result of exemplary services and practices, a 5-year reaccreditation from the 

Missouri Accreditation of Programs for Children and Youth.  We are most honored and proud! 



ñCELEBRATIONò CONTINUES TO ECLIPSE RECORDS!!   25/50 SET FOR 2019:  An all-time 

high of approximately $195,000 was raised for Cornerstone Center programs, services, and scholarships at the 

24th annual Celebration for Children held April 28th, 2018 at Windows on Washington in downtown St. Louis.  

The evening featured complimentary vintage wine, silent and live auctions, dinner, raffles, fund-a-need, and 

an inspirational and inspiring video.  KSDK-TV Anchor and Reporter, Rene Knott, returned as the Honorary 

Chair & Auctioneer and was fantastic - entertaining the 300+ in attendance as well as successfully conveying 

the extreme importance of Cornerstone Center to children, families, and the St. Louis community. 

 

Many thanks to all attendees, donors, contributors, volunteers, and an amazing planning committee headed by 

Chair, Darcy Hardwick Smith (The Boeing Company), and Vice-Chair, Robin Baima (Carrollton Bank).  

Special thanks to the following major sponsors: 

 

Presenting Sponsor:  Behlmann Automotive in Troy, MO. ï Behlmann Buick GMC Cadillac & Behlmann 

Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram 

Benefactor Sponsors: John D. McGurkôs Irish Pub & Garden ï In honor of Maggie Gallagher, McGurkôs 

Extraordinary Landscape Architect and Anonymous (2) 

Ambassador Sponsor:  Centene Charitable Foundation 

Companion Sponsors:  The Daniel & Henry Co.; Joseph Epplin and Margaret Zapf; Hampton Village 

Pediatrics; Property Assessment Review/ David and Lucie Dempsey; and Anonymous (2) 

Classroom Friend Sponsors:  Scott Amelung; ARCTURIS; AT&T; Busey Bank; Carrollton Bank; 

Commercial Bank; Dolan Memory Care Homes; DPB Holdings; Jerry Folz and Stacie Boney; Mike and 

Maggie Gallagher; Missouri Foundation for Health; Sal and Jan Ruvolo; Darcy Hardwick Smith; and 

Anonymous 

Other:  Azar Printing; Behr, McCarter & Potter; Continuum Technology Group, Inc.; Flooring Source 

LLC; Guarantee Construction; John D. McGurkôs Irish Pub & Garden; Keeley Companies; Metro East 

Industries, Inc.; The Meyer Group; and Darcy Hardwick Smith 

 

SAVE THE DATE for the 2019 Celebration for Children - Saturday, April 27, 2019 at Windows on 

Washington.  The 2019 event will celebrate the 50th anniversary of Cornerstone Center as well as the 25th 

anniversary of this important fundraiser, known for many years as ñRound-Up.ò  Rene Knott returns as 

Honorary Chair & Auctioneer. 



There are day cares.  There are preschools. 

And then, thereôs Cornerstone! 


